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Here we have to ureaw au jistinetion between Lornal 

a proval ani scce, tance vi the Balfour veclaration - 
which, however. by the terus or the relestine uansate 
ani the acce,tance o: that instraaucnt by the large 
yajority ot States, must surely have fount a very 
definite ;lace i. the law of nutioas. To establish 
Foraal s..roval is @ rather con ,licateu business, 

eg ectally without 6 setinition or the tera, ba by. 


32003 _F.0.P hoes 


hove the following intornation will ;rove ol value. 


In a letter of ist warch, 1920 s.uressed to Khir. 
Vansittart, Dr. Weizgnann saii that "ail the allied and 
Associated rowers are definitely couuitted to the 
principle or the Jewish National Home", and this 


statement was not auestionec:-at the time (s B69/ 61 /4L4/ fo 


4920 - not attached). But Codi taent te the. orinciple 
of the Jewish” Netictas nudié wuss Qut uecessarily lean 
a-proval of the Balfour Declaration, and in any case 
Dr. “leizmann nay, weliberately or acciuentally, have 
onitted to insert the word "Principal" betore "Allied 
and Associated". Alternetively, as re,;arus the lesser 
Allied etc. Fowers, he may have been basing himself 
on published stateinents of policy or assurances given 
to the Zionist Or. anisation - of which we would not 
necessarily have a recor (although the Zionist 
Orvanisation andoubteuly would). 


We Can howeve ‘rc, say definitely that the Principal 
Allied ani Associated Eocwers (france, Italy, Japen ani 
the U.3. associate d theuaselves with the Balfour 
Declaration - the first three ee the war,anl the 
U.S. (net being at wer with Turkey) by a joint 
resolution of Vonyress approved by the rresiuent an 
3eotember, 1922 and by irticle I or the U.er. - U.°. 
Convention of 3rd Decenber, 192) (Treaty Series ie 
5L/4 925). (No a ditions to this list are sentioned in 
Sokolov's “History of Zionism", Leonard Stein's ” 
"Zionisu", Teawperley's"Histcry ul the reace Conrerence 
or in the Chr than House Survey). 


a8 reseris the other towers, the first complivatior 
is thet nsny of the sallisi ani associsted :u.ers were nat 
at war with Torkey (Bolevia, Brazil, China, Cuba, 
Héuador, Honius.s, Liberia, Nicarazur, Fanawa, ceru, Slade 
and Urujuay) and did not therefors si,n the Treaty of Savres 
“ith Turkey on 40th august, 1920. The next cOlplication 
is thet that treaty, while it laid iown the ,roceuure 
which was subsequently followei tor brining the hkandate 
into force, nevery, itselt entered into force. By 
article 95 of this treaty, the sianiatory for talestine 
was tc be “res onsibl= vor ~;utting into efrect the 
declaration ori,inally made on the <n: Nove.uaher, esas 
by the Britis Governnent, ani sio ted by the other 
Allied -Fowers". Here we heave a statenent of ract to 
which a number of States put their sipnature, and 
althouch the treaty itself ;roved abortive it aight well 
be argued that the sicnratory Stetes hau, by this unier- 
linea phrase, associated thenselves with the Balrour ve- 
claration. (#or a list of these 3tutes, see Leter in 
this .winute). 


Next we can caunsiuer the constitution of the Lesa,ue 

\cil which s.;roved the teras of the Mandate (which 

erg to the Balfour seclaration) on 2b sth US. Ace 

States (apart frou the British Empire) were France, 

y,; dapan, 3yain, Bel,iusa, Brazil, and Chiaa; and 

these might be aided Sweaen ani Urusuay who were 
Council caenhers et the time when the Council notiiied 
the entry into force or oe es on 29th September 
490%, althouon the case in regard to these two is 


oa 


Ce 
Cia net so stron, es in reyard to S,ain ete. 


“e mast aow turn to States wio were Lea,yu.e members 
bat not regissented on the Counéi Ly On the 2. pravcritite 
jiates, ani here, I suggest, the position is not so clear 
The Princi,al Alliew rovers were vesconsible Vor arawing 
u, the terus of the sianiate ana the Lea,ue Council tor 
a c-roving these terns, but the League Assembly was not 
roncerned. It cculo presumably be ar ici that member- 
ship of the Lea ne at the time when the Council 
avproved the Januate plus railure to ,rotest against 


the/ 
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Argentina 
Austria ~ 
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Bulgaria 


Minutes. 


Greece 
Guatemala 
Hayti | 
Honduras 
Latvia 


Chile Liberia 
Colombia Luxembourg 
Costa Rica Netherlands 
Cuba Nicaragua 
Gzechoslovakia Norway 
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Dominions Office, 


4 


RS hoy _ _ Downing Street. 
10th April, 1947. 


Dear Beeley, 


It has been reported to us that the 
Department of External Affairs, Ottawa, is 
concerned about the widespread mis- 
aperehension which is felt to exist as to 
the number of League of Nations members who 
formally approved the Balfour Declaration 
and that they consider that this point may 
cause difficulty at the forthcoming Svecial 
Assembly unless an accurate list is 
available. In their view such a list 
would, include the principal Allied Powers and 
members of the League Council on lst July, 
1923, which approved the Palestine Mandate in 
the preamble of which the Declaration was 
embodied. They suggest, however, that 
Several associated Powers have also notified 
the United Kingdom Government of their 
approval of the Declaration. 


The Department of External Affairs would 
be grateful to know which States, in the view 
of the United Kingdom Government, have arcproved 
the Balfour Declaration, and, as supplementary 
information, to have the names of any Powers 
who might have notified their approval after 

y duly, 1925, together with the dates on which 
4s.- this approval was notified. 
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H. BEELEY, ESQ. 
FOREIGN OFFICE. 


I should be glad if you could supply me with 
this information so that I can inform the Canadian 
authorities. 


Yours Sincerely, 


YA TAY 
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UK 1-5M-11-46-W 


UNITED KINGDOM ot BE TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
EMPIRE STATE BUILDING 
NEW YORK 1, N. Y. 


TELEPHONE: 


LONGACRE 5-2070 13th June, 1947. 
52/108/47. 


Dear Devartment, 


We should be interested to see a copy of 
the letter of 10th Anril from Twist, Dominions Office, 
which is referred to in Cable's eee £3087/3087/31 
of 19th May to Twist (cony of which you sent to 
Beeley here). 


Yours ever, 


a) 


pend TON. 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
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